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VILLAGE OF MARTIN’S ADDITIONS

Meeting of April 19, 2006
									Final May 4, 2006 
  
8:00 p.m.
Burr Residential Properties
7019 Brookville Road
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



ATTENDEES: ATTENDING: Anita Difanis and Richard Krajeck, Cris and Jon Fleming, Bert Liebman, Hanne and Frank Correl, Janine Trudeau, Lynn King, Patrick Pendergast, Debbie Metzger, Maura Gordy, Ed Holland, Ed Rastatter, Council Chairman; Noell Sottile, Vice Chairman, Tim Price, Treasurer; Todd Mann and Diane Everts, council members, Bonnie Baugh, Assistant Village Manager and Sgt. Di Silva of the Chevy Chase Village (CCV) Police Department.                  


I.	POLICE REPORT:

Sgt. Di Silva reported that while there had been several daytime break-ins to homes in Chevy Chase, statistics were that the area is experiencing fewer robberies than in the previous year. The police force estimates calls for 10-12 burglaries and a slightly number of auto thefts annually. Thus far, the calls have been below estimations. Certain months, the Sergeant explained, are more active crime-wise; warm weather seems to bring out thieves who can be easily camouflaged by the many construction workers in our area.

He also reported that one of the robbers who entered the home in March on Underwood Street, Section 5, has been apprehended along with his girlfriend, both of whom were photographed trying to use an ATM card taken from the victims. Police are carefully guarding the investigation and are hoping to get a full admission and list of other participants in the near future.

Ms. Liebman asked about the number of hours the CCV police now patrol Martin’s Additions. The answer is 120 hours monthly in 4 hour shifts spanning a twenty-four hour period.

Also, more hours for our Village will be available starting in July when the Town of Chevy Chase ends their dependence on the CCV police. Instead, they will be employing off-duty policemen and private patrol companies. As July draws closer, the VMA Council will decide whether or not to add more hours to its current schedule.




II.	     CANDIDATE’S FORUM:

Ed Holland, Chairman of the Elections and Ethics Committee, announced that he had received a nomination on April 19th when the actual cut-off date was April 17th. An error in the VMA newsletter led to this misunderstanding. Mr. Rastatter and the Council agreed that the date published in the newsletter should be honored and Mr. Holland accepted the decision.

Mr. Holland then announced the candidacy of four candidates: incumbents Noell Sottile, Cummings Lane and Tim Price, Bradley Lane; Ms. Lynn King, Thornapple Street and Mr. Richard Krajeck, Bradley Lane.

Each candidate read his or her statement. These statements will be published in the May issue of the Martin’s Edition and will be posted on the community bulletin board at Brookville Market.

Ms. Fleming asked candidates for an opinion on the mansionization legislation awaiting Governor Erhlich’s signature as well as the current construction taking place in Martin’s Additions. Each candidate expressed concern over development in the community and if elected, would be active in keeping our housing attractive, our municipal trees protected and the issues of run-off and related problems at a minimum.

Ms. Trudeau asked if VMA would act collectively with other sections of Chevy Chase to set standards and practices for future development.

Mr. Price answered that the VMA would act in its own best interest but that educating the
Council by pooling resources with other local municipalities was certainly a good idea.

Mr. Rastatter thanked each candidate for their volunteerism and reminded the audience that the election is Wednesday, May 17th. Plans are for the meeting to be held at Olympia Coffee Shop followed by a tour of the new Village office.

Mr. Holland was acknowledged for carrying out his duties as Elections and Ethics Chairman for the 20 consecutive year.  

Mr. Fleming expressed a wish that more residents had been present to hear the candidates’ presentations.

Mr. Rastatter reported that Village Manager Allison Schwartz was attempting to compile a comprehensive list of VMA residents’ e-mail addresses in order to better inform the community of meetings and activities. In the meanwhile, notices are posted on the bulletin board and in the newsletter.




III.   	 CITIZEN’S CONCERNS
 
Ms. Baugh reported that Sally Maran, Turner Lane, stopped by pre-meeting to ask why Waste Management is no longer hauling away furniture on heavy trash pick-up days. In addition to furniture, appliances have also been eliminated even though the Village continues to pay as if these items were accepted. She brought newsletters from past years announcing that both furniture and appliances were part of bulk pick-up.

Ms. Baugh suggested that Village Manager Schwartz contact Waste Management and inquire about what has happened to our former service and to get a list of what is currently acceptable.

Ms. Liebman asked if the VMA could have more than two pick-ups annually as do other sections in the area. Several council members and others in the audience agreed to the idea. This could be arranged while Ms. Schwartz is investigating the furniture and appliance issue. 

Mr. Rastatter asked Ms. Baugh about street cleaning. She said that Mulheron Tree Experts (MTE) was awaiting the Council’s decision of a date. It was agreed that mid-May would be the appropriate time. The cost of this cleaning is $3,000.

Ms. Metzger asked that the storm drains be cleaned because they are collecting fallen debris in their openings. 

Ms. Baugh said that she would have Village contractor Miguel Ruiz go through the Village and clean the drains.

Mr. Correl is concerned that the house at 3506 Taylor Street which burned last December is attracting rodents, is an eyesore and dangerous to the health and welfare of the community. Ms. Baugh reported that the property is currently under investigation by the family’s insurance company and that this process is taking an unexpectedly long time.

Mr. Correl asked the council if the community had control over expediting the matter.
Ms. Baugh reminded him of the home on Summit Avenue that also burned thirteen years ago and was left in ruins for months due to investigation. She described the family of Taylor Street as upset and depressed about the long ordeal because they want to start re-building.

It was suggested by Ms. Trudeau that the owners put out traps for rodents.

Mr. Correl felt that by the VMA being incorporated, some recourse could be taken for the public good. As it is, he said, two private entities are endangering the health of the community.

Mr. Price asked that Ms. Schwartz contact the Montgomery County Fire Department for an explanation of procedure and to see if anything can be done to move the matter along. Mr. Rastatter agreed with this idea and said he would ask Ms. Schwartz to follow-up immediately. 

Ms. King then inquired about a line-item budget item of $10,000 for office furniture that appeared in the recent community newsletter.

Mr. Price explained that the figure included furnishings for the new office, including folding chairs for public meetings. 

Mr. Rastatter added that the Council was in the final stages of negotiations with the Shirazis, owners of the Brookville Road commercial area, for signing a lease on the new office space in the commercial area. He hoped that it would be finalized by the May meeting.

Ms. Trudeau asked if the Council was reviewing the new management arrangement and if the additional funds spent on office space and storage were proving beneficial to the Village. Mr. Rastatter answered that the office at Chevy Chase Lake was a temporary one until something was found in the Village. Mr. Mann asked Ms. Trudeau to clarify whether she was asking specifically about office space or staff.  Ms. Trudeau wanted to know if the new management was adequate.

Mr. Price said that Ms. Schwartz would hopefully soon be up to speed and that Ms. Baugh’s position and salary was under negotiation. He added that the council does discuss matters of management efficiency on a regular basis.

Mr. Rastatter hoped that by having the office in the Village, more open dialogue between management and residents could take place. 

IV.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The minutes of the March meeting were APPROVED with minor corrections.

V.	TREASURER’S REPORT:

Mr. Price noted that the treasurer’s report was circulated late because of the Village accountant’s late delivery of pertinent information.

The treasurer’s report was APPROVED.

VI.	VILLAGE MANAGER’S REPORT:

Ms. Baugh report on behalf of Ms. Schwartz.

Jane Lawton, Delegate for District 18, was asked by Ms. Schwartz to update her on the amendment regarding the current housing expansion in the down-county area that includes Martin’s Additions. The bill passed in both the House and Senate and is on Governor Erhlich’s desk awaiting his signature.

Ms. Lawton will speak to Village residents at the May 17th council meeting and will be available to answer questions about the legislation. This invitation was extended at Mr. Rastatter’s request. The May meeting will be well attended because of council elections and Ms. Lawton can get a feel of what is important to our community.

Ms. Fleming pointed out that Ms. Lawton was a co-signer of the bill, which cannot be over-ridden because the Maryland Assembly has had its final meeting for this session.

Ms. Schwartz is further willing to contact the County, State and National representatives so that they, too, are invited to address the VMA.

Ms. Schwartz received a pamphlet entitled “Survival Guide to Safety” and asked if residents would like to receive a less expensive copy if one can be obtained.

The council agreed that the cost of sending out copies at $6.00 per issue is prohibitive and that residents can visit the appropriate website for further information. 

VII.	ASSISTANT VILLAGE MANAGER’S REPORT:

Ms. Baugh reported that the Shirazis, owners of the commercial area on Brookville Road, want to plant crepe myrtles along the walkway because of their size and manageable root systems. She had communicated with both the Shirazis and the Mulheron Brothers about the plantings.

Ms. Liebman pointed out that crepe myrtles are messy.

Because the street lamps are short, the owners do not want mid-sized shade trees covering them as they mature.

Mr. Mann asked if the lamps were going to be replaced because of their height.

Ms. Baugh said that Yosh Shirazi announced that because of cost, there would be no change.

Mr. Rastatter recalled that the Village was to be an active voice in what the plantings would be.

Ms. Fleming asked if the Shirazis were open to other suggestions. Ms. Baugh would check on this.

Ms. Carol Crew, 3516 Taylor Street, had contacted Ms. Schwartz in March about sidewalk repairs in front of her home and extending to 3518 Taylor Street. She was also concerned about the shrubs growing at the base of the Taylor Street Village sign. Ms. Schwartz had forwarded the inquiry to Ms. Baugh.
Mr. Rastatter reported that some sidewalk work had been done on Bradley Lane but that when Shepherd Street repairs became an issue, the contractors stopped work elsewhere in the Village. He added that once Shepherd Street work began, sidewalks would then be repaired.

Ms. Gordy, previous Village Manager, explained that Larry Plummer had measured all the sidewalks for repair but with the in-depth Shepherd Street work needed, the work was never assigned or completed. 

Mr. Correl added that construction at 3519 Turner Lane has damaged the walkway and that the council should notify the builder that he must repair or replace the damaged areas.

Mr. Rastatter said that in addition to the sidewalk, the builder had also removed limbs from a Village tree.

Ms. Fleming explained this incident to the council. A neighboring resident reported to Ms. Schwartz that a tree company was removing branches at the building site. Ms. Schwartz phoned Ms. Fleming who went to the location. The tree crew was gone by that time. Ms. Schwartz got the name of the tree company and phoned them with a reprimand. Ms. Fleming said that the tree company shouldn’t have been notified, but that the builder was responsible. The council agreed.

Ms. Fleming asked if the council could take immediate action to stop such behavior.

Ms. Gordy explained that there is a clause in the building permit forbidding such actions and invoking a fine. She said that Ms. Schwartz should look at the copy of the permit this particular builder received to make sure that the penalty clause was included on his permit as further additions had been made to permits, including numbers 18, 19 and 20.

Ms. Fleming said that the tree committee was adding penalty wording to the new tree ordinances.

Mr. Price noted a provision for such instances worded as “will result in a fine.”

Ms. Fleming asked if a stop work order could be invoked.

The language of the permit regarding trees is ambiguous, Mr.Rastatter said, and needs to be made clear by the council or the Village attorney. He said a stop work order could be put into effect when necessary. 

The tree committee wants enforcement explained. Who is responsible for taking charge in such an instance?.

Ms. Gordy, during her tenure, appeared with a stop work order that sometimes involved delivery by a Chevy Chase policeman. She said that a Village employee needs to be on the site immediately once the offense is called in. Other ways to penalize builders are daily-accruing fines. 

Mr. Rastatter said that the permit issued to 3519 Turner lane needs to be studied and that much stiffer penalties need to be applied for trees, sidewalks and curbs.


Ms. Fleming concluded by saying she would appreciate a definitive explanation of how to enforce fines and penalties.

Ms. Trudeau told the council that she was having several plantings from the Mitchell home on Raymond Street dug up for relocation to dead-end Bradley Lane.

Ms. Baugh added that Mulheron Tree Experts had been contacted to help with the project. She also stated that the tree on the 3402 Thornapple Street site had been trimmed by MTE because of abuse. Mike Mulheron felt that the tree was dying and delivered an estimate for taking down the tree. Ms. Baugh said no, that she would consult the tree committee first before considering a removal. 

VIII.	UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

The lease for the new office was ready for signature. Mr. Price would make photocopies of the lease, some of it, which was handwritten. The Shirazis were satisfied that the intent was clear. Mr. Price and Mr. Rastatter agreed to finalize the lease agreement with the Shirazis the following day. Mr. Mann explained that the council opted for a fixed rate increase rather than a CPI because of unpredictable inflation. 

It was agreed that Mr. Rastatter would sign the lease and deliver it.

The move to the new space will take place May 13, 2006. Monies paid at Chevy Chase Lake pay the rent through the end of May. Notice would be given immediately.

Mr. Rastatter had asked Ms. Schwartz to phone Linda Green and ask for checks so that the Shirazi family could have initial lease monies in a timely fashion. If the checks were not received on time, a cashier’s draft would suffice.

Mr. Rastatter next reported that estimates received from Chamberlin and Veers for Shepherd Street work/ repair was substantially less than what was estimated by AMT who did the coring analysis. Chamberland’s bid was $100,000 and Veers, $128,000.

Ms. Schwartz checked references on both firms. Both Geoff Biddle of Chevy Chase village and Jana Coe, Manager of Chevy Chase Town View, reported that they were very satisfied with Chamberlin and Larry Plummer as well was complimentary of them.

The Council AGREED to sign a contract with them on April 20. Ms. Schwartz is to sign the contract.

A donation to the Chevy Chase Historical Society’s, documenting video of Chevy Chase in the sum of $2,000, was APPROVED. 

Mr. Rastatter said he wanted the VMA website started again. He had contacted Lori Teachum who will design the site for $500-$1,000. The council AGREED to pursue the website and to make certain that information on both the website and in the newsletter is identical. Ordinances and other ongoing items of interest are to be permanently affixed to the website for reference.

The meeting adjourned at 10:10p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for May17, 2006 at 
Olympia Coffee Shoppe.

Bonnie Baugh
Assistant Village Manager

